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Details

1 hour 2 minutes??The Port History Project, funded by the Community Youth Support Scheme for 18 months during 1977
and 1978, involved about 40 young unemployed people researching and presenting aspects of the history of the Port
Adelaide region. The aim of the project was to help them gain job skills and self-confidence. Activities included the
preparation of exhibitions, articles and booklets as well as the interviews contained in this collection. The project was based
at the Port Adelaide Central Mission and the Project Officer was Susan Marsden who usually acted as the primary
interviewer. Several other historians were also associated with the project as interviewers. Where interviewees were
recorded on different occasions by different interviewees the recordings have been described separately.?Others
interviewed include many long time and more recent residents of the Port Adelaide Region and those associated the
Mission. For a list of those interviewed do a number search of the Mortlock Library of South Australiana catalogue for OH
24.???Sister Beatrice (‘Betty’) Harvey grew up in Broken Hill and came to work with the Port Adelaide Central Methodist
Mission in 1938 when she herself was in her thirties. She describes the church buildings associated with the Mission and
speaks of the Mission’s assistance to the unemployed during the Depression. She describes her own hard work as a home
and school visitor in that era and some of the sad cases she encountered. She recalls Reverend and Mrs McCutcheon who
were in charge of the Mission and recounts how the Reverend founded the Wesley House Homes for the Aged. The
interview concludes with Sister Betty describing the series of jobs she took interstate during the late 1920s which led her to
her life as a missionary. She finishes by outlining a typical week’s work at the Mission in years past.
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