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Gentlewomen’s Aid Society

(1894 - 1989)

Born 1 January, 1894, Williamstown Victoria Australia
Died 31 December, 1989, Melbourne Victoria Australia

Occupation Social support organisation

Summary

The Gentlewomen'’s Aid Society was established in 1894 in the Williamstown home of Mrs John Clark, wife of the Reverend
Clark, in an attempt to assist the many ‘gentlewomen’ who were left destitute as a result of the 1890s economic depression.
Eligibility for membership rested on a recommendation from a committee member, a medical practitioner or a clergyman
stating that the applicant was in genuine need of the Society’s assistance. The Society held two Sales of Work a year in a
public hall to enable ‘those ladies who are dependent on their own exertions to sell their work’ and were either too frail or too
old to battle the commercial world. The Society depended on donations and subscriptions to assist with operating costs. It
remained in existence until 1989, when it was dissolved as a result of dwindling membership and declining demand for
assistance the Society offered.

Details

In its annual reports the Gentlewomen’s Aid Society stated that it offered assistance ‘to any poor gentlewomen in Victoria,
and is unsectarian, and the ladies of the Committee wish that its aims should be more widely known and understood, that,
being more generally supported, they may be enabled to extend its usefulness’. A definition of ‘gentlewoman’ was ‘a woman
of good birth or breeding; a lady’. Although it was a registered charity organisation, it did not receive government aid.

After each Sale of Work members received the full amount that their work realised, with any unsold articles returned to them.
Expenses were defrayed by sale of tickets, donations and subscriptions and by profits from refreshment and sweet stalls.

After all the expenses were paid and contingencies provided for, the Committee spent the balance buying useful garments
which were sent to the various hospitals and asylums, which meant that not only did the Society assist its members, it helped
those in other charitable institutions.
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