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Lawson, Louisa
(1848 - 1920)

Born 17 February, 1848, Guntawang, Mudgee district New South Wales Australia

Died 12 August, 1920, Gladesville New South Wales Australia

Occupation Businesswoman, Feminist, Suffragist, Women's rights activist, Writer

Summary

Louisa Lawson was an independent and resourceful woman who fought for women’s rights during the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century in Australia. Married at eighteen years of age to Niels (Peter) Larsen, later Lawson, she produced five
children, one of whom died in infancy. Another child, Henry became one of Australia’s most famous writers. On her move to
Sydney from country New South Wales in 1883 she supported her family by doing washing, sewing and taking in boarders.
In 1887 she bought the Republican and with her son Henry edited and wrote most of the newspaper’s copy. In 1888 she
established the Dawn, a journal devoted to women’s concerns and continued publication until 1905. In May 1889 Louisa
launched the campaign for female suffrage and announced the formation of the Dawn Club where women met to discuss
‘every question of life, work and reform’ and to gain experience in public speaking. Louisa Lawson could claim success when
women in New South Wales gained the suffrage in 1902.

Details

Louisa Lawson was the second of twelve children of Henry Albury and his wife Harriet, nee Winn. She attended Mudgee
National School and was asked to work as a pupil teacher but her parents required her to remain at home to assist with the
care of her younger brothers and sisters. After her marriage to Norwegian born Niels Hertzberg Larsen ( Peter), she had five
children between 1867 and 1877. Left alone to rear her children when her husband was away working, she earned a living in
a variety of ways, such as sewing, selling dairy produce and fattening cattle.

Her move to Sydney in 1883 signalled the end of her marriage and her launch into new ventures. She and her son Henry
worked together on the Republican, which she bought in 1887. Through the pages of the Dawn she took up women’s causes
in particular the fight for female suffrage in New South Wales. She encountered problems with the Typographical Union as
she had employed female printers, but the union refused membership to females. It attempted to force her to dismiss her
printers, which she refused to do.
She advocated the enfranchisement of women believing that they would change evil laws and protect women and their
children. On the formation of the Womanhood Suffrage League of New South Wales in 1891, Louisa Lawson was elected to
its Council. Its meetings were held at the Dawn office. She was also a member of the Women’s Progressive Association and
campaigned for women to be appointed to public office.

Louisa Lawson died at the Hospital for the Insane, Gladesville, on 12 August 1920.
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