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Davis-Hurst, Patricia (Pat)
( - 2013)

Died 31 December, 2013

Occupation Aboriginal leader, Health worker, Justice of the Peace

Summary

Pat Davis-Hurst emerged as a community leader as she informally provided the services of counsellor, community nurse,
social welfare worker and corrective services liaison officer to Aboriginal people from around her district.

In 1975 she was appointed as an Aboriginal health worker by the New South Wales Department of Health. In 1980 she
founded Taree’s Gillawarra (now the Biripai) Aboriginal Health Service, and in 1983 established the Wonnai Cooperative in
Taree. She was also a director of the Aboriginal Legal Service, a member of the Taree Housing Commission Board and a
Justice of the Peace. She moved to the Taree Community Health Centre in 1983, where she remained until her retirement in
1990 due to ill health.

In 1985 Pat Davis-Hurst received the Times-Telecom Advance Australia Award for her contribution to the Purfleet-Taree
community.

Published resources

Edited Book
The Encyclopaedia of Aboriginal Australia : Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, society and culture, Horton,
David, 1994

Book
Sunrise Station, Davis-Hurst, Patricia

Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009
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Leonarda Kovacic and Barbara Lemon
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