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Christian, Millicent Lilian
(1905 - 1985)

Born 5 March, 1905, Johannesburg South Africa

Died 7 June, 1985, St Ives New South Wales Australia

Occupation Activist, Political candidate, Teacher

Summary

Millicent Christian was a once-only candidate who was a lifetime activist for equality, peace and freedom. She ran for the
Raleigh seat in the New South Wales Legislative Assembly in 1947 as an Independent Labor candidate.

Details

Millicent Christian was the daughter of Charles and Letty Luckett. Her family moved from South Africa to England and then to
New South Wales. She was educated at St Michael’s Sisterhood, Bloemfontein, South Africa, Warral Provisional School and
Tamworth High School, New South Wales, Australia. She won a University Scholarship to enable her to study medicine at
Sydney University in 1922, but the scholarship required her father’s permission and he refused it.

Millicent left home, and attended Sydney University, living at Women’s College on the Ann Hargrave Scholarship 1923-25.
She graduated BA 1926, Dip Ed 1927.
She taught at Burwood Boys’ School, and West Kempsey and Young High Schools 1927-28. In 1929 she married a farmer,
Cecil Aubrey Christian, and they had three daughters. After he died she brought up her daughters alone.

She taught at Wenona School, North Sydney, and Presbyterian Ladies’ College, Pymble.
She joined the United Associations of Women in 1945 and later became Vice President of the United Association of Women
and the Honorary Secretary to the Conference of the Australian Women’s Charter. She was instrumental in establishing the
United Associations of Women Award for a female undergraduate in the school of history at the University of New South
Wales in 1982, and in 1983 the UAW Prize for a female engineering student at the University of Technology, Sydney.

She was an active member of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom from 1964. Millicent was also a
member of the ALP for over 40 years, a delegate to many State conferences and held branch and electorate council office.
She was a member of the North Sydney Business and Professional Women’s Club.

In 1978 the Ku-Ring-Gai Council awarded her a Distinguished Citizen Award in recognition of her work in the local area,
where she was president of the Ku-Ring-Gai Historical Society from 1976-79. She was an inveterate writer of letters to the
Editor, and a passionate bridge player, playing on the day before her death despite her serious illness. When asked who
influenced her to become a feminist, Millicent Christian replied “A domineering, male chauvinist father”.
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