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McConchie, Lorna Jean
(1914 - 2001)

Born 22 July, 1914, Melbourne Victoria Australia

Died 9 December, 2001

Occupation Netball Coach, Netball Player, Sports administrator

Summary

After nine years playing for both Victorian and Australian netball teams, Lorna McConchie coached Australia to victory at the
first netball World Tournament in 1963. A member of the International Federation of Netball Associations for twenty-five
years, McConchie was added to the Victorian Honour Roll of Women in 2004.

Details

Lorna McConchie was educated at East Kew Primary School and University High School. She studied physical education at
the University of Melbourne and began lecturing in dance, movement and teaching practice. McConchie was involved in the
establishment of the University’s prestigious physical education course, drawing students from all over the world.

From 1931 to 1940, McConchie played for the Victorian and the Australian netball teams She was vice-captain of the
Australian team in 1939, but a planned tour to New Zealand had to be cancelled after the outbreak of WWII. From this time,
McConchie became more involved in the administration of the sport. By 1949, she was representing the Australian Physical
Education Association at the first women’s conference in Denmark. Ten years later she was the Australian delegate at the
Inaugural Conference of the International Federation of Netball Associations (IFNA), where an international constitution was
accepted. Convenor of the initial IFNA Rules Sub-committee from 1963 to 1967, she remained a member of the Federation
for twenty-five years and was awarded the IFNA Service Award in 1991.

McConchie continued her involvement with the game itself despite her administrative duties. In 1956 she had become
Australian coach and manager of the first women’s touring netball team to visit England. In 1963, once again in England, she
coached the undefeated Australian team at the first netball World Tournament.

Lorna McConchie was nominated as a member of the Netball Victoria Team of the Century in 2000, and in 2001 was
inducted into the Netball Hall of Fame. She died the same year. Netball Victoria has named the State League Umpire Award
in her honour.
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Inducted into the Victorian Honour Roll of Women
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Published resources

Resource
Victorian Honour Roll of Women 2004, Office of Women's Policy, Department for Victorian Communities, 2004,
http://women.vic.gov.au/web12/rwpgslib.nsf/Graphic+Files/2004_Honour_roll/$file/2004_Honour_Roll.pdf

Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009

Book
An examination of some aspects of sports administration in Victoria, Gill, E.E.P. and L.J. McConchie, 1976

40 Years 40 Women: Biographies of University of Melbourne Women, Published to Commemorate the 40th Anniversary
of the International Year of Women, Flesch, Juliet, 2015,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/4040/

Edited Book
How to play netball, McConchie, Lorna, 1975

The Oxford Companion to Australian Sport, Vamplew, Vray; Moore, Katharine; O'Hara, John; Cashman, Richard; Jobling,
Ian, 1997

Site Exhibition
She's Game: Women Making Australian Sporting History, Australian Women's Archives Project, 2007,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/sg/sport-home.html

Archival resources

The University of Melbourne Archives
University of Melbourne. Department of Physical Education

University of Melbourne. Board of Studies in Physical Education

Private hands (These records may not be readily available)
Netball Australia - Papers
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