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Scott, Barbara

Occupation Businesswoman, Clothing designer, Community stalwart, Environmentalist, Farmer

Summary

Barbara Scott won the ABC Australian Rural Woman of the year Award in 1996.

Barbara established a successful wool garment manufacturing business, the Wool ‘n Yarn Company, after the wool price
crash of 1991. Initially selling a range of doonas, the business was expanded to clothing lines and has made substantial
inroads into overseas markets, including major US clothing chain, Bloomingdales. Barbara ensured her products are 100%
wool and Australian made.

Barbara employed local workers and supported the industries of the NSW Western Plains. She designed an Industrial
Sewing Techniques course with the Coonabarabran School of Fashion which produces items for sale through Wool ‘n Yarn
and has the ultimate aim of forming its own manufacturing company.

Through their commitment to sustainable agriculture, Barbara and husband John developed a once-eroded property into a
mixed farm of cropping, fruit orcharding, vineyard and sheep and wool growing through irrigation, farm grazing management
(field rotation), and the re-introduction of native flora. Barbara has planted over 4,500 trees in the ten years to 1996
encouraging native wildlife, including over 30 varieties of birds, to return to the property.

Events

1996 - 1996
Winner – ABC Australian Rural Woman of the Year

Published resources

Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009

Resource Section
1996 ABC Rural Woman of the Year Award, ABC Radio, 1997,
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/rwoty/pastwin.htm#96win

Address to the National Press Club, Scott Barbara, 1997,
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/rwoty/BS_speech.htm

Conference Paper
Being an entrepreneur in an agricultural community, Scott, Barbara, 1998,
http://rsj.e-contentmanagement.com/archives/vol/8/issue/3/article/1244/second-international-conference-on-women-in

Site Exhibition
Brilliant Ideas and Huge Visions: ABC Radio Australian Rural Women of the Year - 1994-1997, Australian Women's
Archives Project, 2011,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/rwya/rwya-home.html
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