
The Australian
Women's Register

Entry type: Organisation
Entry ID: AWE4897

Canberra Capitals

Occupation Sporting Organisation

Summary

Formed in Canberra in 1984, the Capitals have won several Women’s National Basketball League titles under coaches
Carrie Graf and Tom Maher. Many Capitals players have also played for the Australian Opals at Olympic level. The Capitals
have enjoyed great commercial success, and maintain a grass roots relationship with the developing teams and players of
the Canberra region.

Details

Formed in Canberra in 1984, the Capitals won the Australian Women’s Basketball Conference in 1985, and entered the
Women’s National Basketball League (WNBL) in 1986. The introduction of coach Carrie Graf in 1999 saw the Capitals win
their first WNBL title in the 1999/2000 season. This win was followed up with several more in 2002, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2009
and 2010. The 2003 win was coached by Tom Maher.

Many Capitals players have also played for the Australian Opals, including Tully Bevilaqua, Jenny Cheesman, Sue Geh,
Lucille Bailie (Hamilton), Fiona Robinson, Shelley Sandie, Jenny Whittle, Eleanor Sharp and Lauren Jackson.

The Capitals have been named ACT Team of the Year four times and Carrie Graf has been ACT Coach of the Year three
times while coaching the Capitals. Celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2004, the WNBL announced an anniversary team of 10
players and coach. Three Capitals were included in the honorary team: Lauren Jackson, Shelley Sandie and Jenny
Cheesman, with Capitals coach Tom Maher named anniversary coach. In 2012, the Capitals were given a plaque on the
ACT Honour Walk, located on Ainslie Place between London Circuit and City Walk in Civic, celebrating their contribution to
the Canberra community.

The Canberra Capitals are owned and managed by ACT Basketball Incorporated, a part of Basketball Canberra which
oversees all ACT basketball programs. This association allows the Capitals to maintain a grass roots relationship with the
developing teams and players of the Canberra region. The team has enjoyed great commercial success, drawing the largest
crowds in the WNBL and unequalled sponsorship agreements.

Published resources

Resource
Trove, National Library of Australia, 2009

Resource Section
Canberra Capitals,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canberra_Capitals

Club History,
http://www.wnbl.com.au/index.php?id=351

Site Exhibition
From Lady Denman to Katy Gallagher: A Century of Women's Contributions to Canberra, Australian Women's Archives
Project, 2013,
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/ldkg
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