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Bergner, Ruth
(1917 - 2021)

Born 29 August, 1917, Vienna Austria

Died 19 February, 2021, Melbourne Victoria Australia

Occupation Choreographer, Dance teacher, Dancer

Details

Ruth Vergner was born in Vienna, however she lived in Poland from the age of six. In 1933 Ruth was awarded a scholarship
to dance with Tacjanna Wysocka’s Dance Company and she was selected to go on tour with them to Italy. Ruth migrated to
Melbourne in 1936 and three years later she joined the Elizabeth Wiener Modern Dance Studio. After taking a Kthakali
dance class with Indian dancer Shivaram, Ruth joined him on a world tour.

Ruth returned to Melbourne in 1951 and began teaching and performing at the Ballet Guild. During the 1960s she travelled
and performed again with Shivaram before returning to Sydney to once again teach and perform. In 1974 Ruth performed
with Shivaram at Monash University and later she opened her own dance studio at the Savoy Theatre in Melbourne.

Archival resources

National Library of Australia, Manuscript Collection
Papers of Ruth Bergner, 1933-2005 [manuscript]

National Gallery of Australia, Research Library Archive
[Ruth Bergner : Australian and New Zealand Art Files]. / Ruth. Bergner
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